
A career spanning 30 years of 

wearing steel cap boots has tak-

en Raewyn Sharp of” Sharp Con-

crete Cutters & Drillers Ltd” all 

over New Zealand. From the 

“think big” construction projects 

of Muldoon days such as the 

Motonui Gas-to Gasoline plant in 

Taranaki and Marsden Point Oil 

Refinery Expansion in Ruakaka ,  

to working on the construction of 

the tallest building in New Zea-

land in 1990, Raewyn reflects on 

these jobs with fondness. “My first 

construction job when I left col-

lege was with Downer Construction on the Wellington Ter-

race Tunnel project, before working in the engineering de-

partment in their Head office”.  Now Downers are a custom-

er of hers. 

Today Raewyn owns and operates her own business which 

she started in 2003.  Based in Drury, Auckland, Sharp Con-

crete Cutters & Drillers offer a comprehensive range con-

crete sawcutting and drilling services   Auckland wide. “I 

started with one van, now we have 8 vans on the road and 

growing.” Sharp offer a wide range of sawcutting including 

various specialist concrete cutting services such as electric 

floorsawing, hydraulic handsawing, and ringsawing for inter-

nal work where petrol powered machines are a health and 

safety issue. Diamond core drilling services range from as 

small as 12mm diameter to 500mm dia holes. Raewyn says 

“from drilling 1 metre deep holes in the base of the old Vic-

toria Park Chimney for strengthening to sawcutting and in-

stalling cabling on the Kingsland Railway Station for the 

Snapper card rollout prior to the World Cup every job is 

different and has its own challenges.” Working in a big city 

like Auckland means people and traffic, and both of these 

need to be regularly managed.  

Our environmental slurry control vacuum truck is an im-

portant part of our business, and this helps us offer our cus-

tomers a “one stop shop” service when it comes to booking 

and completing jobs, particularly 

on public roads and highways. Our 

vans also carry smaller slurry con-

trol vacuum tanks  that hold 600 

litres. These are practical for 

smaller residential jobs where 

slurry is an environmental hazard 

and has to be managed. Gone are 

the days of just tipping it down 

the drain.  We collect it and dis-

pose the slurry to an environmen-

tal waste facility.  

Raewyns’ Company has been a 

member of the New Zealand Con-

crete Sawing & Drilling Association for 8 years, and she has 

been President from 2010 to 2013.  Raewyn says being Presi-

dent of a male dominated industry group was a bit nerve 

racking at first. The Association started in 1986 and is still 

going strong.  Being a member means you are serious about 

what you do, and committed to sharing and learning from 

other members. We have about 32 members nationwide and 

several Associate members. Over the years   we have devel-

oped and produced a member manual guideline with a code 

of practice, a code of ethics, safe operating procedures for 

equipment use, and an environmental pollution control poli-

cy. We also run ‘concrete cutting specific’ safety courses for 

our members. 

Raewyn says “it is important to have honesty and integrity in 
all areas of your business,”   and that makes for better rela-
tionships between staff, customers, and suppliers.”  This pay-
off is evident when the first 3 people I hired still work for me.  
The construction industry is known for its “boom and bust 
cycles” and it is with the loyalty of my staff,   long term cus-
tomers and suppliers that has helped us to where we are 
today. Call our free phone 0800 23 816 for all enquiries - 
check out our website www.sharpconcretecutters.co.nz or 
like us on facebook.  
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